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A
S the family entertainment 
landscape changes, certain play 
ac  i  es are ma ing their ay 
from the fringes and into the 
mainstream. One of those, the 

trampoline par , as nothing t a c rio s 
no elty  years ago.  presents a di  erent 
proposi  on. o  a f lly  edged sector of the 
ind stry, and arg a ly ecoming an ind stry 
in its o n right, trampoline par s ha e 

ecome a po erho se in the orld of play. 
rea  t e mo el own an  it i  not i   c lt 

to ee w  o r tan ar  mo ern tram oline 
ar  o  er  amil rien l  ac  i  e  t at 
ro i e a ealt  mo e o  la  wit  a ariet  

o  lementar  game  li e la er tag an  
a et all  a  well a  re ta rant  an  ca  

ro n ing o t t e o  ering. 
T e US in ar  c lar i  rea ing t e rewar  o  

t i  wing  e t merican Tram oline  a  
een o era  ng tram oline ar  ince 2007 

an  a  een t e in tr  c ange rama  call  
since then. 

est merican an act ring or ora  on 
was o nded in 1 7 ,  said the com any s 
mar e  ng director Erica ercer. t that  me, 
the com any man act red trac  and  eld 
e i ment, gymnas  c and st nt ma   ng and 
commercial grade residen  al tram olines. 

hilli  owell, eldest son o  o nder arry 
owell, was introd ced to the b siness at 

an early age and assisted in all as ects o  
the b siness. 

ro nd the  me hilli  was entering 
college, arry decided he was ready to get o t 
o  the b siness and rs e other assions. 

 er s ending some  me in the cor orate 
world, hilli  decided to t his nowledge and 
e erience assed on rom his ather to start 

 est merican Tram olines, a ll ser ice, 
design, rod c  on and cons l  ng com any or 
tram oline ar s. 

In 2007, hilli  began wor  on his  rst 
tram oline ar , treme Tram olines, in arol 
Stream, Illinois, and has since designed and 
man act red tram oline a  rac  ons or o er 
200 ar s worldwide.

ccording to owell  The  rst genera  on 
o  tram oline ar s incl ded a basic layo t o  
tram oline co rts in a wareho se or big bo  
s ace. There was limited aint and gra hics, 
no ca s and no addi  onal non tram oline 
a  rac  ons. Today s tram oline ar s ha e 
e ol ed to resemble more o  an FE  model, 
incl ding ll ser ice ca s and addi  onal 
a  rac  ons li e climbing walls, nin a co rses, 
ro es co rses and so   lay or yo ng children. 

Some are e en adding tradi  onal FE  
a  rac  ons li e laser tag, game ones, iddie 

rides and more,  said owell. The tram oline 
a  rac  ons are becoming more di erse as well. 
The o en m  co rt has been red ced in si e 
to ma e room or dodgeball co rts, slam d n  
bas etball, gladiator and m l  a  rac  on its, 

er ormance tram olines and wal ing walls. 
e ha e also seen more and more 

tradi  onal FE s e anding to incl de 
tram oline a  rac  ons or adding on en  re 
tram oline ar s to their e is  ng acili  es.

Interes  ngly, owell s ggests that 
tram oline ar s ha e e ol ed to become a 
loca  on to ri al the FE   they ha e become 
all encom assing loca  ons, incor ora  ng 
se eral a  rac  ons and F  o  ons in an 
e  ort to increase dwell  me and enco rage 
re eat isits. The a eal o  the tram oline is 
always ront and centre, added owell, b t 
s lementary ac  i  es and o  shoots o  
the tradi  onal tram olines ha e become so 

o lar that they are now sta les o  the sector.
ids can m ,  i  and literally bo nce 

o   the walls. e also belie e that eo le li e 
to be aro nd other eo le doing the same 
ac  i  es. hen yo  ta e a n ac  on s ort 
li e tram olining and incor orate n games 
li e dodgeball or the slam d n  and then add 
a b nch o  ids into the mi , yo  create a ery 

n and energe  c atmos here. Something 
abo t m ing and catching air  st ma es 

eo le ha y.

The nin a obstacle co rses are ery o lar 
addi  ons to tram oline ar s right now. The 

o lar T  show merican Nin a arrior has 
aided in the o larity o  these a  rac  ons. 

ests can com ete against themsel es or 
others as they race to com lete the obstacles.

est merica Tram olines is s cceeding 
than s to a otent mi  o  the tradi  onal 
tram oline ar  and aria  ons on that conce t. 
Some o erators ha e ta en this a ste  rther. 

Fli  t, a loca  on in bai, has recently 
collaborated with rchery Tag to ro ide an 
e erience ni e to the region. The game 
ollows a sim le conce t to dodgeball, in that 
layers need to a oid each other s a  em ts at 

hi   ng them. The one ma or di  erence is that it 
is layed with bows and arrows with oam  s. 

Two teams  consis  ng o   e layers each, 
laying o osite one another  are se arated 

by a sa e one. Each team has what s nown 
as a Fi e S ot noc o t Target. There are two 
ob ec  es  1  to hit the o onents and 2  to 

noc  o t the  e discs o  the o osing team s 
target. o  eliminate a layer by hi   ng him 
or her with an arrow, or by catching his or 
her arrow. 

This has re ortedly dri en oo  all  in the 
loca  on   nding an ac  ity that do etails with 
tram olining can gi e a loca  on the re ta  on 
o  somewhere ideal or an en  re day o t. 

nother e am le o  di ersi  ca  on is 
tlanta s drenaline. The o erator has 

teamed  with ath ind or sho  to o  er 
STE  science, technology, engineering and 
mathema  cs  s mmer cam s.  ering hands
on ac  i  es that enco rage st dents to ha e 

n while learning, elementary age children 
en oy o nce last, a cam  that combines 
maths, hysics, technology and engineering. 

lder ids engage in Free Fallin , which 
in es  gates the maths behind bo ncing. This 
incl des e onents, roots, dimensions and 

adra  cs. St dents e eriment with conce ts 
li e elocity and accelera  on, oten  al and 

ine  c energy, and the laws o  mo  on.  

Leaps and bounds
Trampoline parks are a phenomenon that have gone from strength to strength in the past 
few years. InterFun investigates their rise to prominence

Feature

Kids can jump, fl ip and literally 
bounce off the walls “ ”

he aried range of ac  i  es on o  er from est merican rampolines





ONE market that has seen a meteoric 
rise in interest is the UK and, almost to 
con  rm that s ccess, the nterna  onal 

ssocia  on o  ram oline arks held a 
sho  and con erence in ondon rom a  

 this ear, allo in  the co ntr s 
r eonin  ind str  to con er e  One 

session sa  the ind str s man act rers 
sharin  their ni e ie oint on the 
ind str s de elo ment  
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Manufacturer 
spotlight

irc s ri  o  ers man  ac  i  es to s lement 
tram olinin , s ch as ra ad  ir orts 

 tram oline co rt rom est merican ram olines
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Feature



It is very important to involve 
the family, too. Trampoline parks 
cater to all ages and allow the 
whole family to join in the fun

 “
”

TRAMPOLINE

IATP: 
safety fi rst
As Britain’s trampoline 
park industry sky-rockets 
in popularity, it has to 
focus even more intently 
on addressing safety
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